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“I WAS ROOFIED AT WORK”
Sweaty and red in the face, you push 
your way through the thick and rest your 
arms on the bar. You’re not alone. In fact, 
you’re last in a queue of seven people, 
all fighting their way to their own taste of 
oblivion in a cup. Bars get busy, making it 
hard to catch the attention of the bartend-
ers. But fear not, for the manual of jol-
lification is here to save you. (Would you 
expect anything less?) We talked to Paddy’s 
bartender Joe Hughes to find out what irks 
him the most, therein what not to do, or say, 
to a bartender.
So... what’s good here?
Bartenders don’t have time to wait for you 
to make up your mind, and they certainly 
don’t need extra bodies surrounding their 
workspace, so be sure to know what you’re 
ordering before you step up to the plate. 
Make it short, sweet and to the point.
Thanks for the tip.
Tips make up a large portion of bartend-
ers’ paychecks, so don’t be stingy, leave 
a tip. A dollar or two per drink is the 
norm around Campustown, but tipping a 
little extra on the first drink will help the 
bartender remember you and, oftentimes, 
serve you faster if you plan to order more.
Hey you, SERVE ME!
Yelling to get a bartender’s attention will 
only get you on their “do not serve” list. 
Bartenders reserve the right to ignore 
anyone they choose, and those who make 
a scene very nearly top that list. Saying 
please and thank you with a friendly smile 
is a better way to grab their attention and 
earn some brownie points. Mom was 
right—manners really do get you farther 
in life, or in this case, more beer.
What’s for free tonight?
Unless you personally know the bartend-
er, chances are no drinks are free. If you 
don’t have money to spend on a drink, 
don’t order one. Or, better yet, find a cute 
guy or gal and get your flirt on. Bonus: 
you have a new friend. 
Snap. Whistle. Grab.
Don’t do any of these. Ever. Bartenders 
aren’t your servants. The barrier of the bar 
is a sacred one that should not be breached, 
so wait patiently with your money ready—it 
shows the bartender you’re ready to be 
served in a much friendlier, less intrusive 
manner.
I know the owner!
That’s nice and all, but chances are it won’t 
get you cheap or free drinks. Unless you’re 
in the owner’s presence, knowing them 
isn’t likely to get you any special treatment 
from the people manning the bar on any 
given night.
What not to say
to a bartenderBY ALI ABSHIER
DESIGN BECKY EILERS 
PHOTO BLAKE LANSER 
111
